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Faculty salaries frozen, compensation for individualized
learning put on hold as Lawrence responds to recession
Michael Schreiber
and Emily Koenig
Copy Chief and Copy Editor

During the current global economic downturn, many colleges face
harsh financial realities. Colleges
with suffering endowments have had
to make priorities and fund their
initiatives selectively. As one such
suffering college, Lawrence has had
to put some programs temporarily
on hold. Although such measures
have been deemed necessary by the
Lawrence administration, some faculty members have expressed concern that the core academic mission
of the school has been jeopardized.

Wage and salary freezes
The latest measure designed to
preserve the university’s financial
well-being took place last week,
when President Jill Beck sent an email to all members of the faculty
and staff informing them of a wage
and salary freeze and a reduction to
Lawrence's contribution to faculty
retirement plans.
Beck said, “The Lawrence endowment has declined considerably in
the economy of the past several
months. Because this source of revenue has declined, we must find
ways to control expenses.”
David Burrows, Lawrence provost and dean of the faculty, said
that the faculty compensation freeze
is part of a larger budgeting scheme
to preserve the primary mission of
the university.

Budget priorities
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Chief of Staff to the President
Cynthia Roberts expressed a positive view of the budgeting process.
“Very few institutions approach their
budget decisions with any guiding
principles, let alone the ones we
have — a thoughtful, very cautious
approach, constantly monitoring
external environments.”
Beck said, “In general, the welfare and educational experience of
Lawrence’s students has been foremost in our planning. There are
three principles that guide budget
planning at Lawrence.”
Burrows elaborated on those
principles, saying that, first, “We
need to protect the academic and
artistic core of the institution. Our
mission is the liberal education of
our students, and we wanted to
make certain that we could preserve
the quality of the educational experience.”

Burrows added that a second
guiding principle was to “protect
the employment status of those who
work here.” Lawrence also had to be
“careful, as we don’t know when the
downturn will end. ... We need to
stay away from deficit spending.”
Third, Burrows said that in keeping with the university’s goals, the
administration made an effort to
retain all faculty and staff members
and to not actually cut faculty and
staff compensation from current levels. Burrows said that these salary
retention measures were “good for
morale purposes.”
According to Burrows, the faculty
members with whom he has spoken
about the compensation freeze have
been “understanding,” describing
the situation as “regrettable.”
In addition to the faculty
compensation freeze, some other
Lawrence initiatives have also been
suspended.

Maintaining
faculty positions
One such initiative is the fellows
program. According to Burrows, fellows already at Lawrence will be
allowed to complete their time here,
but new fellows will not be recruited
to replace departing fellows. Next
year, the number of fellows will drop
from 13 to 10.
However, Beck stated, “Lawrence
has stood firmly behind our quality of education and faculty-student
ratio by searching for and hiring
eight new professors for next fall,
to fill open positions in our departments. This is not all that typical
of colleges across the country this
year.”
In fact, Burrows said that
Lawrence “stands out compared to
other schools, as we went ahead with
faculty searches and maintained the
operating budgets of departments,
including support services such as
the library and student academic
services.”
Burrows also noted that a number of the key initiatives begun during the tenure of President Beck
are continuing despite the economic
downturn. Burrows characterized
these newer initiatives as being “now
essential to the university’s mission.”
One important new development
under Beck's tenure has been the
Warch Campus Center, which is still
set to open at the beginning of the
next academic year. Burrows said
that the campus center’s construction was fully funded before work
began.

Burrows also said that, though
the center will require an operating
budget next year, it will “enhance
residence life” and allow “more students and faculty to interact.” The
center will also make Lawrence “more
attractive to potential students.”

Posse program
Another campus initiative, the
Posse program, will also continue
next year. Burrows said that the
program “enhances diversity ... in
perspectives, which is good for the
university mission.”
The effects of Lawrence’s costsaving measures on Lawrence’s individualized learning initiatives have
been more controversial.

Implications for
individualized learning
According to Burrows, Lawrence’s
system of independent studies,
tutorials and summer research has
become “part of our core mission
and distinctiveness as a liberal learning institution” in recent years.
Burrows said that the Lawrence
administration has “kept [individualized learning] going” by maintaining faculty salaries and operating
budgets at current levels while also
“maintaining our internal grants programs,” thereby allowing for “faculty
development and faculty-student
collaboration.”
Burrows noted that, though a
plan to compensate faculty members
for the time they spend providing
individualized learning experiences
was supposed to go into effect, such
plans have been “placed on hold.”
Roberts said that this placing on
hold should not be confused with
elimination. Speaking generally, She
noted, “Our approach was that if
you cut something, it’s very difficult
to bring it back. We have taken very
careful measures to not do anything
so drastic.”
Roberts stated that promotion
of individualized learning was “one
of the reasons why we felt it was
so important to fill these faculty
positions.” She continued, “We don’t
want to place undue burdens on a
limited number of faculty to fulfill
these individualized learning experiences, which is of course one of the
hallmarks here at Lawrence.”

Faculty concerns
Some faculty members do not
believe the university is doing enough
to preserve the culture of individual-
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ized learning at Lawrence.
One faculty member who did not
wish to be identified described the
situation as “head scratching.”
“It seems that if something needs
money, it gets money,” said the faculty member. “I disagree with the
ranking of priorities [for funding].
Individualized education is the heart
of our academic program, a faculty
labor of love, and it is a great idea to
pitch it [to prospective students], but
if we do that, we need to make sure
it is funded.”
According to the faculty member, placing faculty compensation
for individualized education “on
hold” is not acceptable.
The faculty member insisted that
faculty should be compensated for
their work with students during the
summer and during independent
study.

Committee
recommendations
Such compensation was proposed in a report titled “Supporting
Individualized Learning at Lawrence
University,” which was composed
by the committee on individualized
learning, chaired by Beth De Stasio,
associate professor of biology and
Raymond H. Herzog professor of
science.
The report, which was approved
by the faculty, the administration
and the trustees, recommended that
faculty be compensated for providing individualized learning experiences by receiving credits toward
sabbaticals that would be paid at a
higher-than-usual rate.
De Stasio said that the committee she chaired “worked closely with
both the provost and the financial
planning task force last year to work
out a reasonable reward scheme for
faculty.” Consequently, it is possible
to put the plan into effect at any
time.

Consideration during
reaccreditation
The plan to compensate faculty
for providing individualized experiences found in the De Stasio report
was lauded by the Higher Learning
Commission of the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools
during Lawrence’s recent reaccreditation.
The North Central Association
report noted that Lawrence “has
already used assessment information to apportion resources and drive
rewards: during the visit the Team

heard that preliminary studies of the
value of individualized instruction
had suggested the significance of
gains in student learning made by
such study. As a result, Lawrence
has created a plan for compensating
faculty for sponsoring individualized learning experiences by enhancing their sabbatical compensation.
The Team applauds this data-driven
decision.”
“I don’t want faculty to stop
[providing individualized learning]
because they are not compensated ...
producing bad morale,” the faculty
member said. “Though Lawrence can
build shiny new buildings, individualized learning is what really brings
in new students.”
The faculty member added that
many other faculty members feel the
same way.

Faculty responses
David Hall, associate professor
of chemistry, said, “I fully support
the De Stasio committee recommendations and think they should be
funded.”
Peter Peregrine, professor
of anthropology and chair of the
anthropology department, said, “Of
course these decisions [to place
faculty compensation on hold] are
going to negatively impact faculty
willingness and ability to provide
opportunities for students — how
could they not?”
Peregrine also questioned whether the North Central Association
would have found Lawrence so
praiseworthy had the Higher
Learning Commission known that
Lawrence would not follow through
on the De Stasio committee recommendations.
De Stasio commented, “We should
acknowledge the really extraordinary
amount of individualized learning
opportunities we provide our students at LU.”
She added, “I would hope that
acknowledgement of faculty work
with students would be one of the
highest priorities of the university…
Of course, in this economic climate
we need to balance this priority
with the long-term stability of the
college.”
Despite the difficulties Lawrence
is currently experiencing financially,
Burrows remains optimistic.
“Lawrence’s future remains very
bright,” Burrows said. “What will
enable us to get through tough times
is the quality of the Lawrence educational experience. This is what makes
people come here, what makes us
prosper.”
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Delta Tau Delta to lose house due to numbers
Samuel Flood
Staff Writer

The Lawrence chapter of the
Delta Tau Delta fraternity will no
longer have its house in the fraternity quad as of next year. The house,
in the southwest corner of the fraternity quad, either will be converted
to general lottery housing or will be
taken over by another group, as the
former Phi Tau house was several
years ago.
The reason for the loss, as
explained by both Delt president
Ray Tucker and Associate Dean
of Students for Campus Life Amy
Uecke, was an inability to meet the
requirement of 100-percent occu-

pancy for next year.
Tucker added, “We were unable
to meet this rule for multiple reasons. We did not have enough members to compensate for members
studying abroad, transferring out of
Lawrence and leaving for personal
reasons.”
The effects of this loss for the
Delta Nu chapter may be widespread.
Tucker said that his biggest concern
was recruiting, problems with which
could lead to an eventual loss of the
fraternity charter if the fraternity is
unable to keep membership at levels
acceptable to the national organization.
As to why membership has
dropped recently, Tucker pointed to
the stereotype of notoriety the fra-

ternity has picked up, undeservingly.
“We’re not rapists and drunks,” he
said. “This stereotype is untrue, and
I hope that the loss of our house will
help people learn that fabricated
stereotypes are detrimental to the
community.”
In moving forward, Uecke
stressed that the “Delts are not being
pushed out of the opportunity for
group housing just because they
couldn’t fill their current house.
They had the opportunity to apply
for another, smaller house on campus, and chose not to.”
In formal group housing, any
group may apply for any of the open
houses on campus.
Recently, the Phi Kappa Tau and
the Phi Delta Theta fraternities fol-

lowed this mold, as they applied for
and were granted smaller houses
on campus when unable to fill their
larger quad houses. For the Delts,
this will be an opportunity “to step
back and look at what Delta Nu
is all about,” Tucker said. “Even
though this is a difficult challenge,
losing the house will help us evaluate that.”
First created in 2001, formal
group housing was an initiative by
the administration to create the
opportunity for any officially recognized student group to enjoy the
same benefits as the fraternities and
co-op houses, which at the time were
the only groups eligible for group
housing.
“When formal group housing

was first instituted,” Uecke said, “the
members of the board, consisting of
members from the fraternities and
co-op, decided that housing on the
quad and elsewhere was a privilege,
and that the privilege should be
extended to the rest of the campus
community.”
At that time, the current set of
rules governing application eligibility were established. Tucker, referencing the Delt’s loss of house as
well as the Phi Tau and Phi Delt’s
loss, said he thinks that the “rule
needs to be re-evaluated if multiple
fraternities are struggling to meet
this rule and have hence lost their
houses and are struggling just to
keep their charters.”

Open calendar meetings for 2010-11 allow student input
Dylan Reed-Maxfield
Staff Writer

In conjunction with LUCC, the
faculty committee on the curriculum
invited students to a pair of open
meetings on the topic of the academic calendar for the 2010-2011
school year. The meetings took place
Sunday evening and Monday afternoon in Riverview Lounge, and their
purpose was to inform students and
to seek their input regarding the possibilities for the calendar.
The meetings were led by junior
Ken Weinlander and senior Robert
Furlong, the student members of the
curriculum committee. They began

by passing out copies of the two
calendar drafts the committee has
produced, along with a memorandum to the student body explaining
the committee’s rationale for the
proposals.
The two drafts, labeled “A” and
“B,” are quite similar. Both calendars
place the start date for the year on
September 12, one week after Labor
Day, and continue through the beginning of June, with a six-week winter
break from Thanksgiving to New
Year’s.
The differences lie in the placement of end-of-term reading periods
and final exams for the fall and
spring terms. Draft A places the
end of both fall and spring terms

Editors’ Picks:
To-Do May 15-May 21
Friday, May 15 at 7 p.m., Wriston auditorium — Identity Forum
Fosters conversations among different ethnicities, genders, racial
groups, religions and sexual orientations.
Monday, May 18 at 6 p.m., Wriston auditorium — Bobby Gonzalez,
lecturer, storyteller and poet
Gonzalez speaks on how African and Latino culture has influenced
Native American culture and performs his own works.
Wednesday, May 20 at 6 p.m., Memorial Chapel — “Rich Food for
All People.” Will Allen, a sustainable farmer, MacArthur fellow and
founder of Growing Power, Inc. of Milwaukee
Allen will discuss the importance of sustainable farming in urban
environments.

In Other News...
TENNESSEE — Paul House, a death
row inmate, was cleared of murder
charges after 22 years on death
row. In 1986, House, a paroled sex
offender, was convicted of the 1985
beating and murder of Carolyn
Muncey. DNA evidence discovered at
House’s 2006 re-trial helped judges
dismiss the charges.
—www.cnn.com
GERMANY and BOSTON —
Researchers have discovered that
antioxidants such as vitamins C
and E may diminish the benefit
of exercise in preventing diabetes
and other diseases. The vitamins

destroy reactive oxygen species,
which are one of the byproducts of
heavy energy use during exercise.
Other researchers disagree with the
findings, arguing that antioxidants
benefit health by reducing oxidative
stress.
—www.newyorktimes.com
EUREKA, Canadian Arctic— The 10week long Catlin Arctic Survey has
ended, and will provide scientific
research about the thickness of the
ice in the Arctic. The research will
assist the study of the impacts of
global warming in the region..
—www.bbcnews.com

two days earlier than does Draft B,
meaning that all classes during those
two trimesters would have one fewer
meeting time.
Both drafts feature Saturday and
Sunday exams as well as a spring
break that begins on a Monday and
includes the following Monday.
Either possibility would mean a
slightly longer summer, made possible by three slightly shorter terms.
Both calendars would produce summers of 104 or 102 days as opposed
to the upcoming 91-day summer of
the current year.
The primary concern students
expressed at Monday’s meeting was
over the consequences of shortening an already short term. “[These

proposals create] a nine-week term,
but most classes won’t be shortened
to a nine-week curriculum,” said
one student. Others also expressed
the same fear that equal work in a
shorter period would cost students
valuable non-academic experiences.
In its memo to students, the
curriculum committee explained reasons for this change: “…the committee was keenly aware that the
change to an early start date had
significantly affected the summer
experience. This period is a key time
for students to pursue internships,
working experiences and research
projects. For faculty, this time is
critical for conducting research, pursuing artistic projects and planning

upcoming course work.”
The calendar will likely be finalized at the faculty meeting taking
place this week, when the curriculum
committee will submit a calendar
proposal to be approved by faculty
vote. Weinlander said at the Monday
meeting with students that, with
Friday quickly approaching, the committee was unlikely to propose anything other than one of the already
prepared drafts.
He added that the chance of faculty rejecting the curriculum committee’s recommendation was also
slim, given this is the last scheduled
faculty meeting before next fall, by
which time the 2010-2011 calendar
should already have been set.

Looking for off-campus
housing?
Fantastic view of the river
and Peabody Park...
Walking distance to Lawrence. Has popular split bedroom
arrangement with 1 bedroom and 1 full bath on opposite ends of the unit. It has a spacious living room, kitchen
with separate dining area. Attached one car garage, secure
entrance and on site laundry. Monthly maintenance fee of
$244.00 includes water, sewer, heat, hot water and building
maintenance, cable fees and money for reserves. Right now
there is an $8000.00 tax credit for 1st time home buyers. The
affordable price of $101,500.

If interested, please call (920) 213-1035.
Correction:
Last week we attributed the article “William Boardman Professor Emeritus of Philosophy 1939-2009” to Amy
Sandquist. The article was actually written by Carolyn Schultz. We apologize for the error.
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600 W. College
920-749-1111
NO COUPON
NECESSARY
OPEN 'TIL 3AM
FREE DELIVERY

U N I O N S TAT IO N

Moving Sale!

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!
Stop by the
Union Station
and check out
our great
specials and
sales!
H E LP TH E EN V I RONM ENT
Recycle this newspaper!

LU
STUDENT
DISCOUNT:
$3.00 off a
16" pizza
$1.00 off
any pizza
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McGlynn wins nonfiction award for "Hydrophobia"
Nicole Capozziello
Former Features Editor

“It started in a moment that never
actually made it into the essay,”
said Assistant Professor of English
David McGlynn of his prize-winning
piece “Hydrophobia.” The essay was
recently named the winner of the
Wisconsin Council for Writers’ Kay
W. Levin Short Nonfiction Award.
The essay, set against the backdrop of McGlynn’s first winter in
Wisconsin, explores madness. “The
house was falling apart. I was afraid
[my wife’s] pregnancy was doomed,”
said McGlynn of the time in his life
portrayed in “Hydrophobia.”
His worries seemed endless; at
one time, McGlynn found himself at
Sears next to his eldest son Galen,

unable to even pay attention to him.
It was in this powerful moment
that McGlynn first conceived
“Hydrophobia.”
However, it was only long after
his second son Hayden’s birth that
he was able to actually put these
thoughts to paper. McGlynn began
the essay in the winter of 2006 to
2007 and sent it to literary journals
in the fall of 2007.
The essay was published in The
Missouri Review’s Agonist Issue in
the summer of 2008.
The Council for Wisconsin
Writers recognizes work in a variety
of categories, from children’s literature to outdoor writing. McGlynn’s
recent book of short fiction, “The
End of the Straight and Narrow,”
published by Southern Methodist

University Press in the fall, was also
an honorable mention for the Anne
Powers Book-Length Fiction Award.
The essay is just one of many
personal essays that McGlynn is hoping to publish as a collection in the
near future. While McGlynn is still
weighing his options for a publisher
of that collection, many of the essays
are in the process of being individually published. “Rough Water,”
which will be the last essay in the
collection, will be appearing in Best
American Sports Writing in October,
while “Wanderers in Zion” will be
featured in the Literary Review.
“It’s kind of a memoir — a
series of interconnected tales,” said
McGlynn of the forthcoming collection, which moves roughly chronologically from childhood to the pres-

ent. Many of the essays, including
“Hydrophobia,” meditate on the
themes of water or swimming, one
of McGlynn’s passions. For McGlynn,
both writing and swimming serve
similar needs, though in vastly different ways — “both are solitary,
creative, meditative, cathartic.”
In addition to what he calls “five
minutes of prestige,” McGlynn will
also receive a cash prize of $500
and a weeklong stay at an artists’
retreat outside of Madison. McGlynn
will probably only go for a few days,
however, as he prefers the routine of
his life here — a balance of writing,
spending time with his family and
swimming.
Photo by Katie Langenfeld

Students and faculty discuss mental health in roundtable forum
Molly Wilson
for The Lawrentian

According to the student running
the open forum on mental health
issues held at the Underground
Coffeehouse Monday, May 11, your
GPA will decrease by one to three
tenths on average if you do not get
at least seven to eight hours of sleep
four nights a week.
The forum, sponsored by the
student wellness committee, was
attended by both students and faculty who discussed dealing with the
stress and anxiety that have become
synonymous with Lawrence’s hectic

spring terms.
Some students attributed their
stress to time management: One student claimed she was “just trying to
do everything at once” without any
downtime. A few other students felt
that their stress came from friends
and parents who take up valuable
studying time “catching up” on the
phone.
Still others placed the blame on
professors who do not seem to care
what is happening in their students’
lives as long as that paper gets
turned in. One professor countered
this complaint by saying that “what
students don’t know is, we probably

share a lot of the same stress that
they do.”
Many pinned the stress on the
community: “Lawrence makes you
feel like you have to be perfect.”
Some say the university’s culture
itself makes students and faculty
alike feel like they always have to be
“top-notch.”
However, the forum agreed that
the No. 1 cause of stress on the
Lawrence campus was peer pressure.
Everyone wants to see who can
do well, and correspondingly, who
can’t do well. According to multiple
sources in the meeting, everyone

tries to one-up each other. Everyone
needs to take that extra class, to
be in that extra club, to pull that
all-nighter just to prove that they’re
working harder than the best friend
or roommate. Everyone needs to
have the best GPA, make president
of his or her club, get into that house
and be in that extra ensemble.
At the same time, students who
push themselves beyond their limits
in order to do better than their peers
make a choice to do so. As one professor said, “In middle school, you
don’t have to wear those shoes to be
cool.” Students attempt to cater to
the needs of their professors, their

The secret lives of our profs

From our
kitchen to yours

Associate Professor of Classics Randall McNeill
Lauren Mimms
Staff Writer

Randall McNeill, associate professor and chair of the classics department, is finishing up his 10th year
at Lawrence. He was honored with
Lawrence’s Young Teacher Award in
2003. Following this term, McNeill
will be on sabbatical for a year to
work on a book project as part of the
Defining Wisdom grant he received
earlier this year.
McNeill primarily grew up in
Chicago, so he is familiar with the
Midwest. His father, also an academic, spent a year at the Netherlands
Institute for Advanced Study in
Wassenaar. Moving to Europe for a
year left quite an impression on the
13-year-old McNeill.
“Being in the Netherlands meant
that when I had breaks from school,
we could just hop in the car and go
somewhere in Europe. I think it was
one of our first trips, to Northern
Italy, which inspired my interest in
classics,” he recalled.
McNeill attended Harvard
University for his undergraduate degree. “At Harvard, instead of
dorms, we lived in houses that each
had a different reputation,” he said,
admitting that he chose the stereotypically “nerdy” house, Lowell, one
of the 12 undergraduate residence
halls on campus.
After graduating summa cum
laude from Harvard, McNeill earned
his doctorate from Yale University,
where he lectured for a year before
coming to Lawrence. Said McNeill,
“At Lawrence, I could teach about
wider interests, while at large universities, I would be hired to teach one
specific subject, like Roman satire.”

McNeill is very enthusiastic about
his decision to come to Lawrence,
expressing how much he enjoys
teaching LU students. “I am endlessly impressed by what students here
do. It’s really exciting to watch students find new subjects they really
enjoy and to be involved in helping
move them forward. Students here
are also very hardworking and seem
to be generally excited about learning,” he said.
Professor McNeill will be working
on two projects with the Defining
Wisdom grant while on sabbatical
next year. The Defining Wisdom
project aims at coming to conclusions about “the big questions,” like
“what is wisdom?” and “what is justice?” Professor McNeill is “excited
to have conversations with other
people outside [his] own discipline
about their views on these topics. He
will be traveling to various universities over the next year to contribute
to his research and meet with other
professors in the program.
The first of McNeill’s endeavors is a personal project concerning the Roman poet Gaius Valerius
Catullus who lived in the first century B.C. McNeill is most interested
in how Catullus presented himself
and “what makes him unique to
other poets.” He will be examining
Catullus’ breaking down of language,
specifically lies, ambiguity and the
use of silence in unexpected places.
His second project with the
Defining Wisdom grant will look at
four figures in Greek and Roman
poetry that are examples of what
happens when individual desires
come into conflict with what is
expected of people.
“I’m interested in using them to

studios, their varsity teams and their
student organizations without taking care of their physical and mental wellbeing. A higher GPA or the
number of clubs they’re involved in
or jobs they’re doing, on or off-campus, become a sort of status symbol,
proof that they are working harder
than everyone else.
When the discussion began
to wind down, a faculty member
recalled a cartoon she had once
received. It had the image of a stick
figure, sitting straight up in its bed
with huge eyes. The cartoon said,
“Life Realization #153: no one cares
what my GPA in college was.”

Syed Komail Abbas
Chef

Biryani

Photo by Naveed Islam

try to figure out what the popular
Greek and Roman conceptions of this
conflict were,” said McNeill. “Where
does wisdom come in? Where is the
balance, and how do we find it?”
When he has “copious spare
time,” Professor McNeill enjoys classic movies from the 1930s to ‘60s
as well as listening to music. His
favorite movie, for sentimental reasons, is the original 1977 Star Wars
film. “I saw it when I was seven
and watched it endlessly,” Professor
McNeill recalled.
When it comes to music, he himself is a drummer, and likes bands
with horn selections. He is in a local
bagpipe band here, which he joined
to have an opportunity to keep playing.
McNeill’s “alternative universe
dream job” is to do voice-overs for
television commercials. Though
he may still be able to fulfill that
dream, for now he enjoys his work at
Lawrence. “Teaching here is rewarding and fun; you don’t get that at
many colleges and that’s what makes
this place special.”

Biryani is very popular in the
Indian subcontinent. Though,
typically cooked with meat —
chicken, beef or mutton — it can
also be prepared with shrimp,
fish and vegetables in addition to
seasoned rice and spices. It is not
a quick or simple dish to make,
but the taste will make it worth
the time and effort.
Ingredients:
1 kg boneless chicken cubes
3 1/2 cups basmati rice, boiled
1/2 tsp chili powder
Pinch of turmeric powder
1/2 tsp coriander powder
3 medium onions, finely
chopped
4 medium tomatoes, finely
chopped or pureed
1 finely chopped spring onion 1
(leaf only)
4 tbsp green chili peppers, finely
chopped and fried
1/2 tsp ginger garlic paste
2 tbsp (and a few for garnishing)
coriander and mint leaves
4 tbsp butter
Salt to taste
Preparation:
Preheat oven to 180 C.
Heat butter and fry onions and
ginger garlic paste until golden
brown. Add tomatoes and all

seasonings. Stir until the gravy
thickens. Add spring onion,
chicken pieces, coriander, mint
leaves and green chilies. Cook
for about 8-10 minutes. Set
aside.
Grease a large pan with butter.
Spread a layer of half the chicken, sprinkle with the coriander
and mint leaves, and cover with
half the rice. Repeat the layers,
omitting the mint and coriander
leaves. Garnish the rice with
fried onions, coriander and mint
leaves. Cover with aluminum
foil. Put in a preheated oven for
10-15 minutes.
Serve hot with yogurt.

Photo by Naveed Islam

Interested in submitting your own recipe? naveed.islam@lawrence.edu
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After the
Bubble
bursts:

(re)Production in Appleton Art Center
Stacey Day
Staff Writer

From Lawrence,
to the mall, to
the world
Greg Lemoine
Class of 1992

Hello Lawrentians! I recently
received an email asking if I would
share a few words about life after
Lawrence. Yes, life is exciting. I am
an international elementary teacher
in Cambodia, and I have extreme
arachnophobia. So, last weekend I
traveled from my home in the capital — Phnom Penh — to the inner
reaches of the provinces to hunt and
eat spiders. That’s a pretty average
weekend for international teaching!
So how does Lawrence fit into
all this? How did Lawrence prepare
me for traveling around the world
and teaching kids? I’m not so sure.
But let me run through my story and
make a few connections as I go.
It all started with a lack of planning. Back in 1992, all I cared about
was walking up on stage and getting
that diploma. When I did, life became
a lot more difficult. I worked at a gas
station, bartended, waited on tables,
and moved to Minneapolis to live
with two fellow graduates. I started
working part time for the Warner
Brothers store in the Mall of America
and put my expensive LU German
diploma to good use — not!.
I ended up working full time with
Bugs Bunny signing my paychecks. I
moved around the states, but I was
still working in a “mall job.” It wasn’t
exciting because it was retail. It was
exciting because cartoons were the
focus, and most of my time was
spent training staff. I loved showing people how to do the things I
had learned. But it was short-lived.
I got out of the cartoon retail business and had no plans. It felt like
graduation day all over again. What
should I do?
I went back to college. For the
next four years, I earned a second
undergrad diploma. This time it was
a major in elementary education and
a minor in ESL/ELL, or English as a
second language / English language
learners. This time around, for my
“junior” year, I had a plan. I was
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Photo courtesy of Greg Lemoine
Greg Lemoine, class of 1992, confronts his
extreme arachnophobia while teaching in
Cambodia.

“If there is one lesson I can

pass on to you, it would
be planning. If I had looked
into my future during junior
year instead of graduation, I
might have had more time in
this career I love so much.”
going to start looking for a job by
March.
Around Christmas time, I was at
a cocktail party. Someone told me
to look up University of Northern
Iowa and sign up for a job fair for
international teachers. Wow. I didn’t
know the first thing about international teaching. I signed up, put
together a resume and a portfolio,
and I had four interviews. Believe it
or not, by February 2001, I already
had my first teaching position. It was
in Honduras.
Since July of 2001, I have lived
in Honduras, Egypt, Kuwait and
Cambodia, and I will be teaching
in Venezuela starting this July. All
of the schools are international. I
teach elementary school in English
to kids from all over the world. I
think the one thing I take with me
from Lawrence is a tolerance of most
other cultures. Lawrence gave me
friends from all over the world.
If there is one lesson I can pass
on to you, it would be planning. If
I had looked into my future during
junior year instead of graduation,
I might have had more time in this
career I love so much.
I keep pictures, videos and newsletters about my experiences on my
Web site. Feel free to join —
http://itre.us/stsomewherelse/.

A
new
exhibit,
titled
“(re)Produced,” opened May 8 in the
Appleton Art Center, located just a
few blocks down College Avenue.
The exhibit features the work of
Lawrence’s very own Andy Kincaid.
Kincaid, a senior studio arts
major with minors in art history
and physics, might be best known
on campus for his profuse beard
and accompanying head of curls or
for his role as president of ORC.
However, Kincaid is no dark horse
on the Lawrence art scene; he was
interviewed in The Lawrentian’s
“Artist Spotlight” as a sophomore
in 2007.
He lives up to his self-description as a quiet person, conceding,
“Recently I have been what I study.”
Currently Kincaid is studying hard at
finishing his honors project, related
to his very exhibit on display downtown.
In “(re)Produced,” Kincaid tried
“to address different interpretations
of reproduction, not only sexually,
but artistically, industrially and also
in media reproductions.”
When asked about using the concept of replication and reproduction as a starting point for artwork,
Kincaid cited inspirations such as

Andy Warhol and Jeff Koons, concluding, “I don’t know if self-expression is the artist’s deal these days.”
The piece in the exhibit most
overtly connected to sexual reproduction consists of two artist’s molds
for sperm and eggs, suspended
above their creations, lying on top of
a glass floor, steel cable and chains.
With this triple entendre of physical,
artistic and industrial reproduction,
Kincaid said, “I’m just showing them
all together so that people can make
their own connections.”
Another eye-catching piece is
a large photograph of the Grand
Canyon, pixilated into RGB strips
like those on a television screen. The
photograph is filmed by a camera,
which in turn projects the image
onto a television in the bottom lefthand corner of its view, in front of
which complacently sits an empty
recliner.
Kincaid said this piece was
inspired by his own first trip to
the Grand Canyon: “The everyday
person’s experience of the Grand
Canyon is in these tiny mediated
images, and as I looked out and saw
the real thing, I saw not only what
was actually before me, but also
all these other images from what I
thought I should be seeing or what I
had read about or heard about.”
Standing erect in the gallery are

The Greek Kafé
A delicious identity crisis
Jamie Gajewski
Staff Writer

After my first dining experience at the Greek Kafé, I returned
to the restaurant just two days
later. While some may argue that
such a speedy return could only be
caused by an addictive substance
hidden in the food, I went back for
two reasons: the food and some
strikingly non-Greek artifacts.
After driving past the small
cafe located at 2920 Ballard Rd.
twice a week for the past four
frozen months on my way to and
from heroic battles on the ice at
the hockey rink across the street,
I finally entered the Grecian realm
last Thursday, accompanied by
Francesca Romero-Siekman, her
sister and her adorable 20-monthold niece.
The Greek Kafé offers affordable, tasty and freshly prepared
Grecian fare that makes those drea-

ry Appleton spring days dissolve
with each bite. While you will still
hear the majority of the customers
pronouncing the word “gyro” incorrectly, it will not matter after you
have touched the warm pita bread
or stabbed a fork into a richly
dressed salad.
During my first experience, I
ordered the falafel plate off the
vegetarian menu, while my Spanishspeaking companions enjoyed dishes with marinated chicken. Two
days later, I ordered the hummus,
which was slightly too zesty, and
nibbled off the falafel plate I had
recommended to my mother.
While one might expect photos
of the Parthenon to be plastered on
the walls and Bouzouki music to
filter through the restaurant, the
Greek Kafé seems to be in a transitional state from its previous life.
During my initial visit to the
Greek Kafé, I was greeted by muzak
versions of every song I had tried
so hard to forget. All the work I had

two life-size, three-dimensional replications of the standard male and
female symbols — the female symbol in a triangle skirt, both sporting
circular heads and thick, rounded
limbs. These ubiquitous, innocuous images appear bizarre and even
mildly threatening in this format.
Kincaid intended nothing less:
“These images are so overlooked,
and become our reference point for
gender on an everyday basis, and
they might be the most universal
symbols just about anywhere. My
piece allows viewers to confront that
depiction of gender, and the power
such an omnipresent image has.”
When asked what he wanted of
his viewers, Kincaid denied that his
work has an overt agenda of changing people’s day-to-day behavior: “I
think we like to divide things up
and compartmentalize them — we
get absorbed in the stories on TV
without realizing that the television
is working, or how.”
He continued, “I’m trying to
show all these connections between
these things people don’t see in
everyday life. I might be looking for
a change in mindset I guess, but not
in action.”
The exhibit will be on display
in the Appleton Art Center until
July 2.

put in to replacing Bee Gees songs
lyrics with Arabic verb conjugations was erased in mere seconds.
I’ll admit that the second time I
hoped that I had simply hallucinated the non-Conservatory-approved
music, or perhaps Todd, who mixes
his own muzak when not ringing
up customers, had been working.
However, the same chilling sounds
haunted me.
My mother, being the detective of the family, noticed a mural
above the seating area in which several people were harvesting coffee.
As I looked to my right, I tried
to decipher a map painted on the
wall in which countries such as
Costa Rica, Jamaica, India and
the Philippines where highlighted among other coffee-producing
countries. Greece was ironically
cut from the map, which depicted
about 80 percent of the entire
world.
While the Greek Kafé seems to
be having issues transitioning from
cafe to Kafé, the dining experience
is a delectable one, as long as the
diner can transcend the muzak.
The Greek Kafé is open from 11
a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through
Saturday.

In Real Science: Neutron stars and gravitational waves
Nicholas J Albertini
Columnist

Physicists Charles Horowitz and
Kai Kadau have found surprising
evidence that neutron stars could
radiate much more energy in the
form of gravitational waves than
previously theorized. In their report
to Physical Review Letters, the scientists describe findings from simulations that they ran on a Los Alamos
supercomputer.
The simulations of a rotating neutron star suggest that the
strength of neutron degenerate matter could allow large mountains to
be generated on the surface of such

a star during its formation from a
collapsing stellar core.
When a star’s core collapses during a supernova explosion, if the
collapsing matter is heavy enough,
it will get squeezed so hard that the
electrons of its atoms get pushed
into the atoms’ nuclei. When this
happens, the electrons combine with
protons to form neutrons.
This compression leaves only
neutrons in the atoms, which all
come together under the force of the
collapsing matter’s gravity to form
what is called a neutron degenerate.
This form of matter is extremely
dense, at about 5x10^17 kg/m^3.
These simulations demonstrate
that this form of matter should be

strong enough to allow for mountains with masses approaching that
of the earth to remain on the surface
of the star after collapse.
If such large mountains can
remain on a spinning neutron star,
they will distort the curvature of
spacetime as the star rotates and
produce gravitational waves — or
waves of curvature in spacetime that
travel at the speed of light and distort the lengths of objects and the
flow of time when they pass by.
The researchers suggest that
the energy released from spinning
neutron stars with such mountains,
energy in the form of gravitational
radiation, could be up to 100 times
more than previously thought pos-

sible.
This prediction has astronomically verifiable implications. As a
spinning neutron star produces
gravitational waves in this way, it
will slow down. If the star has such a
large mountain and produces stronger waves, it will slow down even
faster. Also, physicists and astronomers now have gravitational wave
detectors with which to observe this
phenomenon, such as the laser interferometer gravitational-wave observatory built by Caltech and MIT.
LIGO is currently in operation
with two detectors on either side of
the country, and it has successfully
detected many gravitational signals.
There is an advanced version of this

device currently in the works.
Other gravitational observatories
have been proposed as well, including a satellite system and, recently,
a method that uses observations of
pulsars. Even if the waves produced
by mountains on spinning neutron
stars are outside of the frequency
range of such detectors, rotating
stars with such deformities would
slow down faster than otherwise
expected.
It will be interesting to see what
kind of evidence can be found for
this prediction in the near future.
With so much astronomical data
collected from pulsars, the evidence
may already be out there.

The Lawrentian

6

opinions & Editorials

The Compostmodernist
Dieter Huneryager
Columnist

The new life springing up around
campus at this time of year is enough
to melt the ice from even this curmudgeon’s heart. Over the past few
months, I’ve skewered over-friendly
RHD’s, The Lawrentian, omnivores,
charitable organizations and countless others who, let’s face it, had
it coming. And so on this day, the
Friday after Mother’s Day, I will temporarily take off my negative nelly
hat and quietly don the bonnet of
positivity by listing off a few things
on campus that I actually like. It
should be a different, but possibly
duller, read than usual:
Downer — It’s popular to poohpooh Downer by whining that its
food tastes like poo-poo, but I simply
can’t bring myself to gripe about
a place that has brought me so
much pleasure. For every misguided attempt at making macaroni &
cheese that isn’t repugnant to a
certain degree, there are a myriad
of foods that range from palatable
to downright good, regardless the
time of day. This is much better
than Lucy’s, wherein the prevailing
spice is Bland (I don’t understand
how marinara can be so dull) and the
food you want is bound to have run
out by the time you get there.
Aneesh — The embodiment of

Dionysus, Aneesh is a character
whose mere presence foretells an
evening of revelry. At least a dozen
people on campus are under the
impression that they and Aneesh are
best friends, when the truth is that,
much like Dionysus and Jesus Christ,
his camaraderie is for the whole
world to enjoy. He’s the thinking
man’s Travis Fondow.
Ormsby Second Floor — For
some reason, it always smells like
incense.
Lawrentian Staffers Who Lessen
The Blandness — namely Erin
Campbell Watson and J.B. Sivanich.
After checking to see if my editor
misspelled my name yet again, the
first thing I read in the Lawrentian
every Friday is “Just Give Up,” Erin’s
delightfully pessimistic love advice
column. She manages to take an
inherently boring concept and turn
it into something entertaining, and
her definition of a true romantic
— someone who buys you a couple
drinks and gives you a sweatshirt
to wear home in the morning — is
spot-on.
I include J.B. Sivanich on this list
not only because he enables me to
write my most personal thoughts
every week, but also because of
his bizarre political commentary. I
agree with 90 percent of what he
writes, but every once in a while he’ll
become outraged by something that
one would normally see as being

entirely innocuous, such as Arlen
Specter’s unexpected party-switching, and the result is often confoundingly engrossing.
His distemper is sometimes confusing, but his reasoning is far more
engaging than a letter to the editor
about how the position of the assistant dean of multicultural affairs,
surely the most useless-sounding
job I’ve ever heard of, and should be
maintained at all costs.
Phi Kappa Tau — The Greek system is dated, intrinsically sexist and
kind of silly — a topic about which
I would have written had I known
it was Greek Week — but Phi Kappa
Tau isn’t really a fraternity. Yes, it’s
still a random-Greek-letter-worshipping boy’s club, but the cool thing
about Phi Taus is that, unlike other
fraternities, the focus isn’t so much
on binge-drinking and misogynist
party-throwing, but loafing around
and watching Futurama and Star
Trek. Take away the Greek letters,
and what you have left is a group of
amicable nerds.
In hindsight, I have no business
writing a positive article, as evidenced by this failure of a column.
There are far too many groups I have
yet to unfairly insult and I don’t
have much time left. However, I’ll be
back to burning bridges and turning
off potential employers again next
week.

A Carbon-Neutral Lawrence
“If we are to be “devot-

ed to excellence and
integrity in all of [our]
activities,” then we
should be among the
first to commit to environmentally sound
ethics.”
Patrick Miner
Columnist

Last week, the Obama administration decided to keep Bush’s
policy on polar bear endangerment,
claiming the problem of climate
change is too big to tackle under the
Endangered Species Act.
Sarah Palin called the decision a
“clear victory for Alaska,” because
it ignores the obvious connection
between polar bear endangerment
and climate change and will likely
bolster development of the North

Slope oil.
As the new administration sentences polar bears to death, writes
blank checks to the makers of inefficient automobiles, and embraces
other pro-corporation climate
change policies, Lawrence has the
opportunity to stand out as an ethical and responsible institution. Our
campus should aim to become carbon neutral by 2020.
The current economic situation
might lead some to think this an
unnecessary and/or ill-timed goal,
but investments to improve efficiency and environmental impact eventually save money. The environmental
theme years headed by Green Roots
should not be publicity stunts.
The Green Roots committee has
so far been very successful in working with students, faculty and staff
to bring about changes in policy
on campus. This year has seen the
rewriting of heating policy, streamlining of the calendar to reduce
energy usage, an end to paper applications and course catalogues and of
course the construction of a LEEDcertified campus center.
The people that have worked on
these changes are very dedicated,

but Green Roots, Greenfire and other
environmental groups can’t overhaul
the entire university’s environmental
impact without further support from
the administration and increased
funding.
Other colleges and universities
around the country are making plans
for carbon neutrality. Currently,
the American College & University
Presidents Climate Commitment has
633 signatories. These 633 institutions have committed to set a timetable for becoming carbon neutral
and meet deadlines along the way.
Middlebury College announced
in 2007 it would be carbon neutral
by 2016. Middlebury is a private
liberal arts college in Vermont that
is much like our own, but with 2,400
students, a larger campus and older
buildings.
The college may have more money
than Lawrence, but Middlebury conversion will be considerably more
difficult due to these differences.
The College of the Atlantic, a 300student college in Maine, has been
carbon-neutral for over a year. The
amount of publicity these colleges
have garnered recently has been
quite disproportionate to their usual
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"W hat is
your
favorite part
of going to
the zoo? "
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Dear Not the Same Girl,
The true skeeziness of this dude
should have become clear as soon
as he led you to the basement of
Big Exec to start hooking up with
you. ORC party or no ORC party,
it smells down there, and none of
those couches are comfy.
He is the kind of guy who doesn’t
really care about your comfort. You
know the kind of dude I mean — the
kind of guy who, when you’re kissing
him, you keep your eyes open just to

make sure he isn’t going anywhere
he shouldn’t.
You don’t want to be with people
like this anymore, because you are no
longer 15, and you know how it ends
now. It ends after he’s hooked up
with most of your friends, ruined all
your friendships without realizing it,
and deleted your text messages after
showing his friends and laughing at
them. You can keep trying to hook
up with him if you want, but know
that I have just taken all the surprise
out of your future.
The relationship you have
planned for the two of you is the
furthest thing from anything he has
ever imagined doing with you. He
has probably not imagined doing
anything with you until he accidentally starts doing it.
It is unreasonable to expect the
kind of relationship you see in the
“High School Musical” movies, mostly because it is impossible to have
that much fun without any alcohol.
Even though there is a lot of confetti
and a lot of dancing in all of those
movies, it is actually not even possible that anyone in that movie likes
each other as much as the characters are letting on, because there is
absolutely no inebriation in their
relationships.
We all have to have the incredibly painful experience of being
turned down by people whom we
feel we are doing an outrageous
favor for by even considering. It is
infuriating to be rejected by someone who you were specifically not
rejecting because you felt bad for
him. These are not times for sorrow,
however. They are times for inward
reflection.
I mean, it undoubtedly sucked
for Alanis Morrissette when Uncle
Joey got rid of her, but as a result,
she was able to write maybe the best
song ever. Put that song on repeat,
and determine who his best friends
are through brief Facebook stalking.
Approach the next weekend with a
new agenda.

levels. So if Lawrence is searching
for a way to boost applications or
further the prestige of the institution, leading the way on the issue of
the century is the clearest path.
Lawrence has always claimed to
be on the advancing edge of reform.
Part of our mission statement reads,
“The university is devoted to excellence and integrity in all of its activities and committed to the development of intellect and talent, the
pursuit of knowledge and understanding, the cultivation of sound
judgment, and respect for the perspectives of others. Lawrence prepares students for lives of achievement, responsible and meaningful
citizenship, lifelong learning, and
personal fulfillment.”
If we are to be “devoted to excellence and integrity in all of [our]
activities,” then we should be among
the first to commit to environmen-

tally sound ethics. To be prepared
for lives of “responsible and meaningful citizenship”, students should
understand what it means to take a
serious stance on conservation and
sustainability. The responsibility of
humans to reverse their destructive impacts on the planet is of the
highest importance; without a stable
environment there is no life, no
“lifelong learning,” no “pursuit of
knowledge.”
Jill Beck should sign the American
College & University Presidents
Climate Commitment. Green Roots
should become a permanent committee. The new campus center should
not be a fluke, but a model for the
future of the university. Lawrence
can achieve carbon neutrality on its
small, beautiful campus. Indeed, we
have a commitment, as an institution of education, to seek out progress and to further it.

Just
Give Up.
Lawrence Love with
Erin Campbell Watson

Sharing
Last weekend, I hooked up with a
guy whom I’ve had a huge crush on
for a long time. I have imagined our
relationship together for so long, and
finally, I had my chance. It was like
a dream come true when we made
out in the basement of Big Exec, and
later, when he took me downtown
and they didn’t look twice at my fake
ID at the Fly. As I was leaving the
next morning, he called me by my
best friend’s name.
Later, when I confronted her, I
found out that she’d hooked up with
him the night before. Not only am
I infuriated, but my dreams of our
blissful relationship are completely
tarnished. I am offended not only
because he made me look like an
idiot in front of my friend, but also
because I know I’m cuter than he is,
and I can’t understand why he would
reject me.
What do I do now that I know he
is not who I thought he was?
—Not the Same Girl

"Meerkats."
—Aviva Milner-Brage

"I see a lot of my friends
there."

"Monkeys, because they’re so
hyper."

—Sayed Avvas

—Sylvia Matlosz
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Release torture photos
Staff Editorial
Ryan Day
Columnist

This past Wednesday, we, the members of The Lawrentian, were lucky enough to be given a tour
of the new Warch Campus Center by the very personable Greg Griffin, the Campus Center director.
That we were impressed should go without saying. As it stands now, the campus center promises to
be an incredibly important and positive addition to campus, come next fall.
What struck us as one of the most impressive and promising parts of the new campus center was
how environmentally friendly the new building will be. We knew that the campus center was following specific guidelines to earn silver LEED certification, but walking in the building and realizing all
the specific efforts that have been taken to make this building as green as possible really drives the
point home.
From the local stone used to make to the floors, taken from local quarries, to the waterless urinals,
to the organic, fair-trade, locally owned Alterra coffee, this building practically shouts “green.”
We find the forethought that has gone into the campus center so encouraging because it shows
our university making good on its Green Roots theme. We obviously would like to see more efforts
like this in the future, and environmentalism should remain an overarching theme that guides any
future decisions.
Right now, however, we just want to say that we are enthusiastically anticipating the opening of
the campus center — especially the new pizza stove — next fall and that we would like to take our
(hard) hats off to everyone involved.

The Green Scene: Thriftin’
Jess Vogt
Columnist

With the end of their last midterm
reading period at Lawrence, many
seniors will finally begin to contemplate the reality of the impending
day-after-graduation just one month
from the date on this issue of The
Lawrentian. For those who have
avoided thinking about “Life After
Lawrence” until now, discussion of
who will be living in their parents
basement come June 15 seems more
relevant than ever.
Because I’ve been thinking about
“Life After Lawrence” for the better part of the last year — through
the graduate search and decision
process, visits to schools and towns
and, finally, the apartment search
— I’m lucky to be actually feeling
less apprehensive as these last few
weeks roll around. I’ve chosen a
graduate school (Indiana UniversityBloomington), my boyfriend and I
just signed our apartment lease for
next year and paid the $200 security deposit, I have a job at Conkey’s
Bookstore for one last summer, and
my two brothers have already confirmed their willingness to help us
move to Indiana come August 14.
I am now feeling less panicked
about paying the bills, and more
excitement about finally having a
place I can call my own. Though it’s
been great living in the dorms at
Lawrence for these past four years
— with all my living expenses paid
in one lump sum with tuition, not
having to worry about purchasing
furniture, and not having to worry
about cooking for myself or clean-

ing a kitchen — or bathroom, for
the large part — I have to say, it will
be nice to finally have more control
over my living style.
This impending sense of freedom
to control my life extends more than
to just where I live, what I eat and
whether I have to clean a bathroom.
It also means I have control over
what furniture I have and what I eat
my food off of. I’ll need to buy many
things when I move into my first
apartment: dishes, cooking utensils,
furniture and even trashcans. And
there are lots of choices of where to
buy these items.
When considering what type of
furniture to have in a first apartment, planet Earth may not be the
first thing most people think of. But
the various fabrics, woods, plastics
and other materials used to make
couches, chairs and beds all originated from natural resources obtained
from the Earth. To boot, most of the
furniture made and bought today is
cheap and of poor quality, resulting in a lot of furniture broken and
placed in landfills after only a few
years of use.
Think of most of the cheap
futons bought and used by college
students: how many of those end up
in the landfill each June? In my common room in Hiett, there is definitely
a landfill-destined futon from Ikea
propped up on old textbooks.
So, when many of us seniors
are faced this fall with empty apartments and empty wallets, what are
the alternatives to cheap Target or
Ikea furniture that will not break
itself or break the bank?
The key is to look for second-

hand furniture. One good place to
look is your parent’s basement or
attic. If your parents are like mine,
they’ve been saving furniture unbeknownst to me for years, and have
an old dining room table and a couple of shelves, still in great shape,
they’ve been saving for my first
apartment.
Another good source of fairly
cheap but quality furniture is a furniture consignment store, Goodwill
or other thrift stores, second-rate
antique shops, or yard sales. Here,
you’ll find gently used furniture, the
quality of which is tried and true,
though it may be a bit tired looking.
However, you can easily take an old
kitchen chair in need of refinishing
and put a quick coat of paint on it to
spruce it up for your new place.
Second-hand stores are also a
great place to look for dishes or
flatware. For usually less than a dollar apiece, you can make an eclectic
table setting, often with really good
quality dishware. I’m planning on
taking the plates from the old set
my boyfriend’s mom is giving us to
Goodwill and finding as many colorful bowls and mugs to match as I can
for just a couple bucks!
For me, setting out into the world
is an adventure in thrifting. Because
I have what I call a strict “ecoconscience” that starts nagging me
every time I have to buy something
new that will eventually end up in
the landfill, I feel much better about
purchasing things second-hand.
Second-hand items require no
new resources to be manufactured,
and often are longer lasting than the
equivalently priced items in Target

"I love those machines that
you put a dollar in and you
get a solid wax animal."

—Ernie Ji

or Ikea.
Also, because thrift stores
are frequently organizations that
employ local people, and charitably
give back to the community through
improvement projects, I can feel
good about supporting my new community while creating a unique home
for myself that feels much more
warm, comfortable and loved than
anything you’ve seen in the pages of
Target or Pottery Barn.

Third drink:
Sneak me in?
— Fourth drink

—Elena Amesbury

"The smell."
—Ula Al-kaisse

Ormsby:
Bring da
ruckus.

WBTYFRS:
Keep it up.

"Elephants."

—Sepi Shokri

"What are those things in the
water…? Sea otters, excellent."

President Obama is working
toward barring the release of a number of photos that show abuse of
Iraqi detainees by U.S. military personnel. This is a marked change from
the decision made by the Pentagon
last month to release the photos.
Obama’s choice to not release
the photos is based on the suspected
potential for their release to cause
significant harm to the U.S. troops
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Defense
Secretary Robert M. Gates said, “Both
General McKiernan and General
Odierno have expressed very serious
reservations about this and their very
great worry that release of these photographs will cost American lives.”
On the other end of the spectrum, the ACLU and activist organizations have argued that the release
of the photographs is necessary in
order for rule of law to be upheld
and the military officials involved in
these abuses to be held accountable.
In a press release from the ACLU,
Anthony D. Romero said, “Only
by looking squarely in the mirror,
acknowledging the crimes of the past
and achieving accountability can we
move forward and ensure that these
atrocities are not repeated.”
It is worth paying attention to the
consequences of releasing these photos. It all comes down to cost/benefit
analysis: Does the cost of potential
trouble that might be stirred up in
Iraq and Afghanistan outweigh the
benefit of showing the people of the
United States the truth as to what is
happening in these prisons?
It is unfathomably important for
the public to know what kind of mili-

tary action its government is participating in. Blogger Andrew Sullivan
put it best when he wrote, “Without
photos, we would never have heard
of the mass abuse and torture at
Abu Ghraib. Bush and Cheney would
be denying today that any of it happened at all. When the photos were
uncovered, revealing clearly what
the anodyne words ‘stress position,’
‘mock execution,’ ‘forced nudity,’ etc.
actually meant, we finally were able
to hold the government accountable
for the abuse it authorized.”
So we know what the benefit will
be — the government will be held
accountable. Being held accountable
is the first step in enacting any level
of change in this situation. Being
held accountable means, theoretically, that acts of torture and humiliation like those shown in these photos
will happen less.
And what is the cost? It is a specter, a hunch. A possible outcome that
no one can guarantee. This is exactly
what the Second Circuit Court of
Appeals said when they approved
the release of the photos. Their decision was that public interest outweighed the potential reaction, but
in no way guaranteed, outrage in the
Middle East.
The truth of the matter is this: If
Obama goes through with the suppression of these photos, he is just
another American politician struggling to cover up the war crimes of
the Bush administration. This means
that he is just as complicit in these
war crimes as anyone else. In a case
that is constantly threatening to blow
wide open, backing the law-breaking
of the Bush administration is not a
place that President Obama should
want to find himself.

Love,
10,000 listeners
in Southeast Asia

The opinions expressed in
these editorials are those
of the students, faculty
and community members
who submitted them. All
facts are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian does
not endorse any opinions
piece except for the staff
editorial, which represents
a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit
their own opinions using the
parameters outlined in the
masthead.
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Olivia Hendricks
Staff Writer

The Ice Age, the Great Flood and
the Napoleonic Wars are a lot for
just one family to deal with. This
weekend, audience members will
have the chance to see how the fictional Antrobus family gets by in all
these rough situations as Lawrence
University presents Thornton
Wilder’s “The Skin of Our Teeth.”
“The Skin of Our Teeth” was
written in 1942 and received a
Pulitzer Prize for Drama. The play is
full of anachronisms and allusions,

and it is itself an allegory for the
human experience. Viewers see the
Antrobus family endure all types of
crises from throughout history.
This nonsensical chronology,
as well as unusual theatrical tactics, creates a sense of whimsy. As
sophomore Jeff Rudisill, who plays
one of the Antrobus children, said,
“It’s been difficult to make sense
of the play. I feel like the point of it
sometimes is just to be nonsensical.
Nobody ever really knows what time
period it is and everyone is really
old, yet a lot of things happen in a
very short amount of time. Maybe I

just get confused.”
However, Wilder’s play seems
to say that it’s not just Rudisill who
is confused: the entire human race
is, as we navigate our way through
problem after problem. In the play,
the maid Sabina comments, “That’s
all we do — always beginning again!
Over and over again. Always beginning again,” and later, “My nerves
can’t stand it. But if you have any
ideas about improving this crazy old
world, I’m really with you. I really
am.”
With lines like these, Wilder deals
with the endurance and hopefulness

of the human race in spite of confusion and destruction.
Lawrence’s production will feature seniors Eric Ohlrogge and Nora
Taylor as Mr. and Mrs. Antrobus.
Rudisill and fellow sophomore Erika
Thiede will play the Antrobus children, and sophomore Katie Cravens
will play Sabina. Serving as director
is Kathy Privatt, associate professor
of theatre arts and James G. and
Ethel M. Barber professor of theatre
and drama.
As Privatt said, “World events in
the last year have made [“The Skin of
our Teeth”] a tremendously topical

play, including its underlying message of hope.”
Even if the nonsense and allusions escape certain viewers, this
message just might resonate for all
in this time of economic and political
restructuring.
Performances take place at
Stansbury Theatre May 14-15 at 8
p.m. and May 16 at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for
seniors and students, and free for
Lawrence faculty, staff and students.
The Lawrence Box Office can be
reached at (920) 832-6749 for more
information.

Live Review:

Dan Deacon in Milwaukee
Alex Schaaf

Arts & Entertainment Editor

Girl Talk was exhausting. In a
good way, of course, but he pretty
much wiped me out. Then I remembered I had tickets to go see Dan
Deacon the very next night, who
is known to put on shows just as
crazy as the aforementioned sample
wizard, and I didn’t know if I would
be able to make it. But beyond my
biggest expectations, Deacon was
well worth the energy.
Dan Deacon is from Baltimore,
and the best way I could describe
him, especially to someone who was
at the Big Event, is to say that Dan
Deacon is the “nerdy, cartoonish
version of Girl Talk, playing his own
music instead of samples.”
Deacon has been playing shows
by himself for the last few years,
hunched over a table covered with
electronics in the middle of the
crowd, sending out heart-thumping
beats underneath chipmunk falsettos. He uses voice manipulators to
pitch his voice up an octave or two,

which leads to the Mickey Mouse
falsetto that is a big part of his
reputation.
For this tour, however, Deacon is
using a 15-piece ensemble of skilled
musicians — a big step for the previously solo musician. And to add
to the changes, at the Turner Hall
Ballroom in Milwaukee where I saw
him last week, he performed from
the stage, rather than from the floor
where the crowd usually surrounds
him.
He had good reason, however,
as a separated shoulder forced him
to be a bit more careful. Some in the
crowd voiced their displeasure with
this change, to which Deacon quickly
answered, “I’ll do whatever the f***
I want to do!” to great cheers from
the more understanding audience
members.
The show presented most of the
tracks from Deacon’s new album,
“Bromst,” which came out earlier this
year. The songs feature more instrumentation and variation than his last
album, the breakout hit “Spiderman
of the Rings” from 2007.

Photo courtesy of Google images
Dan Deacon brought his fifteen-piece ensemble to Milwaukee last week.

But as many who have seen
Deacon will tell you, the real story
was beyond the music. Deacon is
the quintessential performer, in that
he strives to create a real sense of
community and group spirit in the
short time he is allotted to share
with the crowd. He is famous for
his crowd participation activities,
and they were in full form at the
Milwaukee show.

Artist Spotlight:
Emily
Shankman

by Anna Hainze
There is a lot of stuff going
on this week: Greek Week activities, speakers on Darfur, the Latin
American History Week and “Skin
of Our Teeth,” to name a few. But
if you can only choose one event
to attend in the next few days —
because you’re that busy — make
sure to go to Emily Shankman’s
senior recital this Saturday at 8
p.m.
Featuring a wide variety of
music, from selections from “West
Side Story” to a set of Debussy
pieces, it is sure to be unforgettable at the very least. Plus, if
you have yet to hear Shankman’s

exquisite singing voice, you should
be ashamed of yourself.
Shankman has been featured
in numerous musical productions
and choral performances here at
Lawrence — she was even the lead
in this winter’s opera, “L’Etoile.”
As it turns out, this later success
came as no surprise to those who
knew Shankman at a young age.
Admitted this darling
of the vocal department,
“According to my mother, I
began singing at nine months,
before I could even talk.” It
should also be noted that
the only things Shankman
would sing were Paul Simon’s
“Graceland” and the Jeopardy
theme song.
And why Lawrence? Said
Shankman, “I knew I wanted
to be a voice major before I
even began looking at schools.
... I could tell that the music
program, and the campus in
general, would be a good fit
for me, with plenty of performance opportunities.”
The latter has certainly
held true for Shankman; she
even got the chance to sing in

the world premiere of the “When
the War is Done” musical.
Shankman notes, “[It] was one
of the most exciting and challenging experiences I’ve had at
Lawrence. Knowing that no one
had ever performed my role before
and that I was really creating the
character on stage for the first
time was incredibly invigorating.”

Photo by Susanna Valleau

He started by having everyone
in the audience spread out so that
they had room to dance, rather than
being crammed up in the front. Then
he gave them a series of coordinated movements to perform, such as
kneeling on the ground with one arm
raised. At one point he had audience
members put their hands up as high
as possible and then directed everyone to surround the tallest person
in the room, draping hands over the
heads of strangers to create a sort of
human web.
After getting the entire audience
to run around in one giant circle in
front of him, Deacon’s best stunt
came when he got the crowd to

form, over the course of several minutes, a human tunnel — a “London
Bridge” type maneuver that took the
audience outside the building while
the band was playing, only bringing
them sprinting back in to rejoin the
fun.
Because of “stunts” like these,
Deacon created a night that went
beyond his music, and served to create bonds between complete strangers. These types of activities are
what we’ll remember for months to
come, and combined with the brilliant and powerful music emanating
from the stage, Dan Deacon is not
going to be easily forgotten.

Op-Art
by Will Muessig
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LSO concert to feature “awe-inspiring” pieces
Kristi Ruff
Staff Writer

Movies
Friday, May 15
“Angels & Demons”
“Management”
“Summer Hours”
“99”

The
Lawrence
Symphony
Orchestra is performing in the chapel this Friday, May 15. The orchestra has been working very diligently
on multiple works, but for this concert, the orchestra will limit its performance to Bruckner’s “Symphony
No. 4 in E-flat Major,” nicknamed
“Romantic,” as well as the famous
“Piano Concerto for Left Hand” by
Ravel. The Concerto will feature one
of the winners of this year’s concerto competition, Daniel Schenk, as
a soloist with the orchestra.
Now, one might ask if the program does not seem a little short, with
only two pieces; however, Bruckner’s
symphony alone is approximately 70
minutes long. While the “Romantic”
will be a little lengthy, it will not
be unbearably so, and is sure to be

fantastic. The “Left Hand Concerto”
is around 20 minutes long, so the
concert will not be any shorter than
an average performance. Yet, despite
its typical length, the concert will be
anything but ordinary.
“Symphony No. 4” is one of
Bruckner’s most popular and wellknown pieces. It premiered in
Vienna in 1881 and was dedicated
to Prince Konstantin of HohenloheSchillingsfürst. Before the performance, the composer attended a
rehearsal, and after an exceedingly
successful run, pressed a coin into
the rather aristocratic conductor’s
hand, and told him to go buy himself
a beer. It is this good-natured naïveté
that shows through in Bruckner’s
music and that makes the piece so
interesting.
“Symphony No. 4” is affectionately known as “Romantic,” but this
does not refer to the modern concept of romantic love. Rather, the

nickname refers to medieval romances, like those portrayed in some of
Wagner’s famous operas.
“The piece is long. It’s amazing
and beautiful, but it is long,” said
violist Sarah Vosper. “It takes a lot
of concentration and focus not only
to perform, but also to absorb the
intricacies of the piece over such a
broad amount of time,” said another
musician.
Ravel’s “Concerto for Left Hand”
is also popular. It was commissioned by the Austrian pianist Paul
Wittgenstein after he lost his right
arm during World War I. He premiered the piece with the Vienna
Symphony Orchestra, and ever since,
the piece has been a challenge for
many pianists.
The concerto is rather unique
in its structure — it will begin with
the typical concerto opening by the
symphony, followed by the pianist,
but untraditionally, it opens with a

dramatic cadenza to introduce the
soloist. The piece is also very intricate in its ambiguity between duple
and triple meters.
Daniel Schenk was one of
the winners of the LSO Concerto
Competition that was held back in
November; he will be performing this
piece Friday night. He also won second prize in the Concord Chamber
Orchestra Concerto Competition in
Milwaukee in December.
The piece is obviously quite
interesting, and its performance will
be “awe-inspiring,” said one of the
string players during a rehearsal,
“an entire concerto played only with
your left hand? I mean, come on!”
Friday’s performance is sure to
be a fascinating treat, so make plans
to come and be wowed by the talented musicians in the LSO!

Visiting poet Elizabeth Willis reads from works
Rachel Young
Staff Writer

DVD
Tuesday, May 19
“Valkyrie”
“Paul Blart: Mall Cop”
“Fanboys”
“Outlander”

Music
Tuesday, May 19
Passion Pit “Manners”
White Rabbits “It’s Frightening”
Eminem “Relapse”
Iron and Wine “Around the
Well”

Lawrence University was fortunate to have poet Elizabeth Willis
on campus Monday, May 11 and
Tuesday, May 12. Willis was at
Lawrence to give a reading of poems
from her various works and to lead a
discussion about the poetry of Lorine
Niedecker. The poet, who was born in
Bahrain but educated in the United
States, has won several awards for
her work and has written four books
of poetry: “Second Law,” “The Human
Abstract,” “Turneresque,” and her
most recent, “Meteoric Flowers.” She
has also edited a collection of essays
on poet Lorine Niedecker, a poet in
whom she takes particular interest.
Willis received a bachelor’s degree
from UW-Eau Claire and earned her
doctorate in poetics at SUNY-Buffalo.
She has taught at several colleges,
including Brown University, and she
is currently a faculty member at
Wesleyan University.
Willis considers herself to be
primarily a lyric poet, which means
that in writing she focuses primarily on the sound of the poem. She
also writes prose poetry, though
she never completely disregards
lyric form. Her collection “Meteoric
Flowers” contains prose poems that
can be broken down into blocks of
lyric.
For those not familiar with Willis’

works, Assistant Professor of English
Faith Barrett, who teaches Willis’
works in her poetry classes, gave an
informative introduction to the reading. Barrett included a brief overview
of each of Willis’ poetry books.
When Willis came to the microphone after Barrett’s introduction,
she first asked the audience, “How
y’all doin’?” I did not expect this
phrase from a woman educated in
the Midwest, but as I would find out
from her poetry, Willis draws from
a broad variety of inspirations, not
simply local experiences.
Willis graciously thanked the
audience for coming, saying she
knew that around “this time of year,
things on campus can get a little
hectic.” After hearing her impressive list of credentials, her down to
earth and comfortable manner were
refreshing.
Willis began reading from her
book “The Human Abstract” saying,
“[It’s] so nice out today I had to start
with a spring poem.” Willis’ voice
was clear and musical without being
overpowering, a quality that only
enhanced the beauty and eloquence
of her poetry.
Her next poem, also from
“The Human Abstract,” was titled
“Autographeme,” a title which Willis
said she made up to combine the
words “autobiography” or “autography” and “grapheme.” For those
unfamiliar with the term, a grapheme is the smallest unit of written

language that can be
considered as such.
This poem described
the experience of
being young and
understanding what
language means.
After a few more
poems from “The
Human
Abstract,”
Willis
began
to
read from her book
“Turneresque,” saying that many of
the poems included
in this book were
translations of visual
works, such as paintings.
One particularly
striking line was, “It
wouldn’t take much
amber to blue up the
sky,” a beautiful reference to a particular
painting of a seascape
that moved Willis.
Although Willis’ poetry doesn’t
rhyme, rhythm and tone are obviously crucial parts of her writing
process. Nature is also a central
theme in much of her poetry, and
her book “Meteoric Flowers,” which
is a response to the scientific poetry
of Erasmus Darwin, explores this
theme more deeply.
Willis said that she wanted to
respond to Darwin and yet be critical of the pastoral style of the times

Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Willis' Web site

as well.
From listening to her poetry, it is
evident that Willis is a deeply observant and intelligent poet who draws
on life experiences and incorporates
not only nature but also emotion,
sensation and humanity into many
of her poems. Lawrence is lucky to
have had Willis as a guest and to
have experienced the musical, profound beauty of her poetry.

Elaine at the movies: “Last Chance Harvey”
Elaine Blum
Staff Writer

We are heading into the summer
months, which for some reason are
synonymous with heavy trafficking
of action-packed blockbusters in the
theaters. I, for one, have had enough
high intensity for a few weeks. Enter
“Last Chance Harvey,” a subtle, lowkey comedy.
The obvious reason to see this
movie is that it boasts two fantastically gifted leading actors, Dustin
Hoffman and Emma Thompson.
Audiences recognize Hoffman
from past films such as “Tootsie,”
“Rain Man,” and more recently, “I
Heart Huckabees.”
Thompson delivers similarly outstanding performances in “Angels

in America” and “Love Actually.”
Finally, to see both actors in one go,
I highly recommend “Stranger Than
Fiction.”
In “Last Chance Harvey,” both
Hoffman and Thompson deliver
performances that live up to their
impressive bills. Hoffman plays the
title character, Harvey, who is in
London for his daughter’s wedding.
While visiting, Hoffman meets Kate,
played by Thompson, who works
as a human-interest surveyor at the
local airport.
Audiences immediately recognize that both characters are rather
lonely. We see Thompson maneuver
through a disastrous blind date. We
also see Hoffman play phone tag
with several people, learning that he
is quite out of the loop on plans for
his daughter’s wedding. Both char-

acters are endearingly lonely and
awkward, though I have yet to decide
whether it is comforting or alarming
to know that one does not necessarily grow out of these traits with age.
With this disheartening setup,
audiences cheer when Hoffman and
Thompson finally unite. The chemistry between Hoffman and Thompson
quite obviously makes this movie.
Both characters thoroughly have
each other’s number and can effectively push each other’s buttons.
The result is a satisfying interplay
between the two that is worth the
depressing build-up.
The balance of humor and seriousness works well for the film.
In comparison to numerous other
comedies, this film derives its laughs
from finding humor in everyday situations. It avoids unrealistic or over-

the-top situations meant to force
a laugh. Instead, it focuses on the
humor implicit in human interaction.
This yields a subtler — and often
more enjoyable — comedy.
Hoffman and Thompson are perfect fits for delivering this type of
humor. They exude charm and their
styles and energy compliment each
other well. Furthermore, the end is
simple and satisfying, neither picture-perfect nor jarring. In short,
this film provides a perfectly calm
reprieve from the tumultuous action
flicks that currently dominate bigscreens. Grab a friend, pour yourself
a glass of wine and enjoy this more
subtle comedy.
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Track competes at conference championships
Tristan Lipe
Staff Writer

The Lawrence track team traveled down to Carroll University last
weekend for the Midwest Conference
Championship meet. The Lawrence
women had many good performers.
The most notable was Madeline
Steininger, who placed first in the
high jump. She put up a jump of

1.66 meters to win by .05 meters.
The jump qualified her for the NCAA
division III national meet. She also
placed sixth in the 100-meter hurdles and fifth in the long jump.
Along with Steininger, Lawrence
had a good jumping performance
from Tatiana Bulat, who finished
eighth in the triple jump and ninth
in the long jump.
On the track side of the meet,
Lawrence had some good runners.

In the long 5,000-meter run, Anne
Sullivan finished 14th with a time
of 19:44.31. In the 800-meter run,
Alison Blegen finished 12th with a
time of 2:34.19. Marva Goodson had
good races in the 100-meter and
200-meter prelims, finishing fifth
in the 100-meter and third in the
200-meter, qualifying for both finals.
However, she was unable to compete
in either final.
For the men, Lawrence did well

in the longer distance races. For the
800-meter, Mark Sprtel placed seventh with a time of 2:00.86. He also
finished 11th in the 1,500-meter run
with a time of 4:08.91.
In the 3,000-meter steeple chase,
David Zane placed seventh with a
time of 10:06.11. In the shorter distances, the Vikings had many good
preliminary runners, yet they finished just out of the finals.
In the 100-meter dash, Ben

Hartman and Troy McGillian finished
10th and 11th, respectively, just two
and three spots out of the finals.
Hartman and McGillian also finished
18th and 16th, respectively, in the
200-meter dash. Greg Haas finished
10th in the 110-meter hurtles, again,
just out of the finals.

Ramble on the roof: Reminiscing about the classic games
Torrin Thatcher
Columnist

This past week I was hitting up
some ESPN, and the Yankee talk
soon began. As I was sitting there
listening to guys talk about stuff
that may or may not be reasonable
or realistic, I started to think about
some of my favorite Yankee games
throughout the years.
Many great games and plays
brought to me by such guys as Boone,
Jeter, Rivera, Clemens, Knoblauch
and Tino started to flow through the
noggin. Eventually, my brain started
to flood and my spine started to chill
as I continued thinking about the
games that I have stored in between
my ears. Here are a few of those
games I thought about that made me
think just how great it is growing up
as a sports fan.
I don’t ... want ... to write this

paper. Just this last term, I had a
paper due one Friday. Well, there
was a game Thursday night between
Syracuse and Connecticut that I
didn’t want to miss, and I’m so glad
I did not.
I had my computer on espn360,
with the game taking up half the
screen and my paper taking up the
other half — seemed reasonable to
me. The game was great throughout,
but I did want it to end so my paper
production would increase a bit.
Eventually, as many of you know,
the game went into six overtimes,
and lasted roughly two-and-a-half
hours longer than most games. By
the fourth overtime, there was a nice
little huddle of guys around my computer watching the game and joining
me in the excitement. The game got
over late, and I ended up finishing
my paper quite early — early in the
morning, that is.
But, Mom, it’s a Packer game!

When I was just a young lad, I had
one of those “bedtime” things. And
as I’ve learned, there are always
exceptions, especially when the Pack
are playing.
This game was a battle from
start, and when Robert Brooks went
down, all the ideas of victory sort of
slipped away as Don Beebe strolled
on the field. Well, it’s safe to say
that he dissipated those thoughts
after one of the greatest receiving
games in Packer history: 11 grabs,
220 yards, and a TD coming on a
controversial “down by contact” ruling that allowed him to get up and
run 30 yards for a score.
This game eventually reached
overtime after Chris Jacke got us
three with eight seconds left. The
Niners got the ball first, and their
possession sputtered after a drop
of third down. The Pack got the ball,
and Chris Jacke hit a 53-yard bomb
to earn the win. It was worth staying

up for when I was 9 years old, that I
can assure you.
Willis McGahee’s knee is ruined.
Watching the National Championship
game between Ohio State and Miami
kind of seemed like the atypical
thing to do since Miami was supposed to handle the game. Well, after
seeing both that the game was close
and that one of the best knee injuries in sports history had occured,
my friend and I stayed tuned in.
I don’t remember too many of the
specifics of the game, but Maurice
Clarett made several great plays
both offensively and defensively,
stripping the ball to regain possession. The game went into overtime,
and there was a very questionable
call in the end zone against the
Hurricanes that allowed Ohio State
to score. The Buckeye defense then
made a stop to preserve the victory.
The next day, while eating breakfast,
we still could not believe that call

was made against the ‘Canes.
How much is too much? I actually watched, with a group of friends,
the seven-overtime game between
Arkansas and Mississippi football.
Tied 17-17 after four quarters, it was
comical to see that the final score was
58-56 — defensive stats be damned.
In college, the offense must attempt
the two-point conversion starting in
the third overtime, and I’ve never
seen so much hanging, repeatedly,
on a mere six feet of grass. Arkansas
saw greener pastures first as they
came out on top. It’s interesting
that Arkansas played another sevenovertime gauntlet almost exactly two
years later - victorious again.
There are many games that I’ll
never forget — while avoiding neurodegenerative diseases, that is — and
it’s even greater to know that they’ll
never stop — what is exactly what
these games sometimes appear to
be attempting.

Track team members react to removal of Coach Finch
Staff Writer

After Lawrence track head coach
Vic Finch was fired over somewhat
ambiguous allegations of budget
mismanagement in late April, members of the track team reflected
on a frustrating and emotional end
to their season. Finch was terminated only a couple weeks before the
Midwest Conference Championships,
the most important track meet of
the season.
For the track team, Finch’s dismissal came as a tremendous shock.
The team was notified about the
coach’s termination after practice
one day. Sophomore Dan Moeller
recalls that the “athletic directors
hovered over our practice and then
hurried us into a room and told us
that [Finch] would no longer be our
coach.”

The athletic directors were only
able to tell the athletes that Finch
had failed to fulfill his obligations
as the head track coach, and they
were unable to field the track team’s
many questions about the specifics
of his removal.
Due to protocol, the athletic
directors told the students that
they were not allowed to attempt or
receive communication with Finch
for the rest of the track season.
The track team relied on an
official statement released a few
days later by the athletic directors
to inform them that Finch was fired
due to his gross mismanagement of
the track team budget and his failure
to recruit.
Members of the team still did not
understand the urgency of Finch’s
removal, and junior Mark Sprtel
noted that he found the information
provided “ambiguous at best” and
“highly unsatisfying.”

Finch’s sudden, virtually unexplained disappearance prompted
an anger that still lingers among
members of the track team. Rumors
about Finch’s termination began
to circulate around campus; both
Moeller and David Zane expressed
their frustration about the way the
information about Finch was disseminated.
Moeller
describes
being
approached by a softball player
living in his residence hall whose
coach had apparently shared information with the team about the
circumstances surrounding Finch’s
dismissal. Similarly, Zane reflected
that hearing rumors about his coach
from athletes on different teams
was “not the ideal way of being
informed.”
Helpless to do anything to
change Finch’s fate, the track team
prepared for the last three weeks
of the season without a head coach.

What’s true about the Brewers?
by Matt Hoh
1. The Brewers were originally from Seattle.
2. The Brewers played in Brewer Park before 2003, when
Miller Park was built.
3. Rickie Weeks holds the record for the most hits by a pitch.
4. Jim Slaton holds the record for most wins by a Brewer with
117.
5. The Largest winning margin the Brewers have is 20.

Sprtel commented that Finch’s firing
“certainly damaged morale.”
The team’s distance runners
were particularly affected by Finch’s
absence and, according to Moeller,
had to design their own workouts
for the end of the season.
Though it is difficult to determine how Finch’s job loss affected
the team’s performance at conference, Sprtel believes that he would
have benefited from Finch’s “confidence-boosting advice” during the
meet.
Finch was Lawrence’s third track
coach in four years. Sprtel explained
the importance of consistency in
athletic training, particularly for runners, and lamented that constant
change in training method hinders
runners’ ability to succeed.
For Zane, Finch’s training methods were top-notch. “I personally
can’t deny the fact that [Finch] made
me a better runner,” Zane noted. “He

“For the track team,
Finch’s dismissal came as
a tremendous shock. The
team was notified about
the coach’s termination
after practice one day.
Sophomore Dan Moeller
recalls that the 'athletic
directors hovered over our
practice and then hurried
us into a room and told
us that [Finch] would no
longer be our coach.'”
really made me believe that I could
improve significantly — and I did.
I’m disappointed to see him go.”

1. True: The Brewers were the “Seattle Pilots” until 1970 when Allan
“Bud” Selig and Edmund Fitzgerald purchased the team and brought
it to Milwaukee.
2. False: The Brewers played in County Stadium, which was built
before Milwaukee even had a major league baseball team. The
Brewers played there from 1970-2000.
3. False: Rickie Weeks is second, with 62 in Brewers history. Geoff
Jenkins has been hit 95 times.
4. True: Slaton does hold the record, 117-121. In second place, with
22 games above .500, Mike Caldwell has a record of 102-80.
5. True: They won by 20 back in 1992 when they crushed the
Toronto Bluejays at Toronto.

Amy Sandquist
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Athletes of the Week
by Jeanelle Adams

Ben Hartman:
Men’s Track

Annie Sullivan:
Women’s Track

What is your favorite event? Why?
My favorite event is probably the 4x100 meter relay. I’m a very teamoriented type of person, so since three of my teammates directly count
on me to get the job done as anchor in the relay, the event means a lot
more because I’m running for more than just myself, which forces me to
naturally run faster than any of my open events.

What has been the team’s biggest accomplishment this season?
Our women’s team did an outstanding job at indoor conference
this year. We had eight women competing, which means we were a lot
smaller than the other teams, but still moved up from seventh place last
year to fifth this year, and just a half a point away from fourth.

Describe your favorite pair of spikes that you either own or have owned
in the past. Why were they your
favorite?
My favorite spikes were/are definitely my silver/black Nike’s. They fit
well, look awesome, and I’ve never run faster in any other pair of shoes.
What is the best “carb-up” meal before a meet?
My best “carb-up” meal is definitely a 6-layer meat sandwich with
cheese and lettuce. I like carbs, but I’m definitely more of a protein guy.
What has been your biggest personal accomplishment
this season?
My biggest accomplishment this season was probably when I ran a
season best 11.31 in the 100-meter dash finals at Oshkosh.
How do you mentally prepare for a race?
I mentally prepare for a race by listening to some “pump-up” tunes
while shoving and jumping over teammates that I’m warming up with. It
may be track season, but I’m a football player at heart.

Photo courtesy of Ben Hartman

Who is your favorite professional track athlete?
Shalane Flanagan won the bronze medal in the 10k in Beijing last
summer, and she is the second American woman to win an Olympic
medal in the 10k. She’s a smart racer and an incredible athlete all
around.
What is your favorite thing to wear while running? Is there a certain
type of apparel you like to wear?
I like to wear my race shorts from high school. They remind me of
my old cross-country team and of all the reasons why I love to run.
What is the best thing to quench your thirst after a race?
Just water, I’ve never really been a fan of sports drinks.
If you could participate in any event that you do not already participate in, what would it be and why?
I would want to run the 4x400m relay because it’s at the end of the
meet and everyone goes out onto the track to watch and support the
runners. It’d be fun to have so many people cheering for you.

Photo courtesy of Annie Sullivan
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VARIETY
What’s on your iPod?
Rebecca Shorr

1. “Gimme More,” Britney
Spears
Can you say “club banger?”
While this song made way too
many people say “it’s Britney
b*tch,” it marks the comeback
of the one-and-only Miss Britney
Spears. "Crossroads" may have
been a travesty but this hot
song was not.
2. “Mutilated Lips,” Ween
What? Rebecca Shorr likes
Britney and Ween? Yup. This is
the first Ween song I ever heard
and is still one of my favorite
songs by the band. It is trippy,
creepy, weird and calming all

at the same time. The reverb,
guitars and vocals all meld
together to form a lucid piece of
musical genius.
3. “Lollipop,” Lil Wayne
A hot song by one very fine,
ripped rapper.
4. “Diva,” Beyoncé
I would like to think of this
song as my personal anthem.
Strutting down College Avenue
while on my way to Starbucks
just gets so much better when
listening to this song.
5. “So a Jew and a Christian

and a Recording Crew Walk
Into This Bar,” This American
Life
I am an avid “This American
Life” fan and, like Nora Taylor,
want to marry Ira Glass. This
excerpt, from the episode titled
“Nobody’s Family is Going to
Change,” is an incredibly touching piece about acceptance,
resentment and love. I never get
tired of listening to this story
and continue to be moved by it.
6. “Movin’ Out (Anthony’s
Song),” Billy Joel
Billy Joel is an amazing
songwriter, and this is probably
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my favorite Billy Joel song. It
is upbeat, catchy and just all
around rockin’.
7. “I Kissed A Girl,” Katy Perry
Arguably the catchiest pop
record to be released since Kelly
Clarkson’s “Since U Been Gone.”
This song is everything a pop
record should be: fun, entertaining, easy to sing to and responsible for increasing the sales of
ChapStick (cherry flavored in
particular). This song might not
be kid-tested, mother-approved,
but it sure is fun to dance to.
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